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Abstract

The Quadrilateral Security Dialogue (Quad),
comprising the United States, India, Japan, and
Awustralia, has become a critical force in the Indo-
Pacific, particularly in response to China’s increasing
assertiveness. The paper analyses India’s participation
in the Quad and the Quad’s likely influence on the
strategies and implications in the India-China border
dispute, especially along the Line of Actual Control
(LAC) in sensitive regions like Ladakh and Arunachal
Pradesh. Given the border dispute, the study also
explores India’s alignment with its Quad partners and
how it will affect its diplomatic stance and security
policies toward China.

The paper will also assess whether the Quad, as a
multilateral security initiative, will provide India with
strategic leverage in managing the border dispute, and
also cooperate in collaborative military readiness,
intelligence sharing, and strategic deterrence when
India reinforces its position along the LAC. The paper
also addresses how initiatives like joint military
eXercises, infrastructure development, and
technological collaboration could enhance India’s

capacity to respond to border challenges while
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indirectly strengthening its diplomatic negotiating
capabilities in the dispute.

The paper also attempts to analyse the external
opportunities and associated risks with Quad’s
involvement through a detailed review of recent
security policies, defence agreements, and diplomatic
engagements. Even though both India and China do
not want a third party to be involved in the dispute
directly, with the changing global order, a multilateral
like Quad and its influence may bolster India’s border
security or risk heightening tensions with China.
Moreover, the study will provide insights into the
Quad’s likely potential to shape India’s broader
strategic outlook, balancing the need for multilateral
security alliances and regional stability goals.
Moreover, the paper will also attempt to discuss
India’s foreign policy, India’s border management and
the likely balancing of regional engagement in a
multipolar Asia. Ultimately, the study attempts to
address why multi-laterals are crucial in conflict
resolution, how Quad fit in India China Border
dispute, how can Quad influence the decision-making
process of a bilateral issue, how and through what
means can a security dialogue assist a partner country
to solve a crisis with a common competitor, how will
the changing global order affect in the resolution of
India China border dispute and India’s strategic

posture.
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Introduction
The Emergence of the Quad in the Indo-Pacific

The Indo-Pacific area is an important worldwide
commercial hub, having maritime routes that facilitate
major commerce. The Quadrilateral Security Dialogue
(Quad), a multilateral project that includes the United
States, India, Japan, and Australia, seeks to promote a
free, open, and rules-based Indo-Pacific. Originally
envisioned in 2007, the Quad has expanded to
incorporate marine security, economic resilience, and
counter-coercive measures. China's assertive activities
in the area, including territorial expansion in the South
China Sea and military posturing near disputed
borders, have fuelled its comeback. Quad is
considered as an important mechanism for being an

answer to all the security issues.
Relevance of the Quad to India-China Relations

Long-standing hostilities with China, particularly
along the Line of Actual Control (LAC), have
influenced India's strategic interests in the Quad.
China's aggression is offset by the Quad, which also
gives India opportunities to work together on
infrastructure, technology, and defence. It quietly
conveys a shared stance against coercive actions
through joint military drills and declarations on
regional stability. India's territorial integrity is directly
threatened by China's military buildup along the LAC,
underscoring the importance of addressing border
issues and strengthening India's security posture
through multilateral structures like the Quad rather
than relying solely on bilateral procedures (Pande,
2023).

Increasing Challenges along the Line of Actual
Control (LAC)

The LAC has been a source of confrontation between
India and China, which has brought violent clashes
between the two armies occasionally. However, the
situation became more serious when, in 2020, deadly
skirmishes took place in the Galwan Valley. This
brought out the vulnerabilities of not only the existing
border control arrangements but also the need to focus
on the local perspective. The Chinese constant
involvement in the region, with a sturdier
infrastructure development, an increase in military
presence, and breaches along the border, has brought
the issue to light. The aggressiveness of the Chinese
side can lead to understanding that they want to change
the status quo. These developments state the need for
more comprehensive strategic plans to resist China’s
move, which might include international efforts such
as the Quad.

Research Questions

The paper focused on two key research questions.
Firstly, it examines how Quad can influence India to
form its strategies to solve or diffuse the border dispute
between India and China. This also means that how the
initiatives by the Quad in the area, such as Joint
military exercises and Intelligence sharing, can lead to
a better response of India towards China. The second
part states what role Quad can play in the settlement of
the dispute. It speaks about the ability the organization
holds to serve as a force to have a solidified
negotiations. It also looks at whether Quad-led
collaborations in technology, infrastructure, and
marine security indirectly help India's position in the
bilateral issue. Through these questions, the study can

give a comprehensive picture of how Quad and India
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can work together to not only bring the Chinese
aggressiveness low but also influence the larger

geopolitical dynamics in favour.
India’s Role in the Quad

The rerun of clashes between the armies of the two
countries on both the Eastern and Western sides of the
border has made the border dispute more
consequential affecting the other aspects of the
bilateral relations. Although there have been constant
negotiations and talks the issue has remained
unresolved. India's participation in the Quad is
reacting against the environment. It creates a base for
India to work with other democratic countries to resist
China's belligerence not only on land but across the
water as well. Quad's collective deterrent capabilities,
can enhance India's position to deal with its security

issues especially when it comes to China.

Quad provides India a strong base to strengthen its
defence and security capabilities, while further
enhancing the technological sector. Malabar exercise,
which includes Japan, the United States of America,
Australia and India ingress effort on the military
Technology, operational knowledge and collaborative
training. This collaboration and agreements have

provided India with a Net security blanket.

The strong base with these countries through the Quad
is a much stronger stand in front of Chinese
aggression. The emphasis on the advancement,
especially in terms of economics and military,
provides India with a tactical advantage in dealing
with both traditional and non-traditional security
challenges (Australian Department of Foreign Affairs
and Trade, 2023).

Furthermore, India's participation in the Quad
showcases a shift in India's foreign policy.
Traditionally, India's foreign policy has been
characterised by non-alignment and a strong
dependence on ties with Nations such as Russia.
However, the Quad allows India to build up better
relations with countries that share the same fear of
Chinese aggression, which are extremely relevant
issues of contemporary times. India boosts its
diplomatic and geopolitical position by deepening
connections with the United States, Japan, and
Australia, while lessening reliance on old friends
(Rajagopalan, 2024).

India holds a great position for the organisation as it
emphasises concepts such as Sovereignty, territorial
integrity and freedom of navigation. This
establishment of a rule-based International order
comes at a point when India is struggling with
territorial issues, especially in Ladakh and Arunachal
Pradesh. The engagement of India with the
forum/organisation showcases its commitment to
these ideas and also to connecting Border
Management and security to the larger domain of

stability in the Indo-Pacific.

The Quad's combined economic and technology
projects help India even more by supporting its efforts
to improve cybersecurity, artificial intelligence, and
5G capabilities, all of which are required for effective
border monitoring and logistics (Baker & Harish,
2023).
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At a cost of these benefits, India's engagement with the
Quad needs to be balanced sensitively to maintain its
strategic autonomy while engaging in international
security cooperation. India's historical non-alignment
policy shows its commitment to upholding the
independence of action in foreign policy. To prevent
the ratcheting up of relations with Beijing, India
refuses to brand the Quad as an openly anti-China
collective. This prudent approach is reflected in India’s
reluctance to institutionalise the Quad as a security
grouping or formally include it in LAC talks.
Furthermore, India wants to ensure that its Quad
involvement does not jeopardise relationships with
other significant allies like Russia or ASEAN, which

are critical to its regional strategy.

India is also aware of the concerns in its near
neighbourhood over its alignment with the Quad.
India's participation in the organisation will lead to a
perspective that the smaller South Asian countries like
Nepal and Sri Lanka see as a shift towards the Western
power dynamics and making them more dependent on
the Chinese administration. This will further lead to an
imbalance in the region. India has always maintained
its autonomous foreign policy and a strong leadership
position in South Asia, its neighbourhood first policy,
and participation in regional organisations such as
BIMSTEC and the Indian Ocean Rim Association
(IORA). These attempts showcase India's seriousness
towards maintaining its friendship but also focus on
what is important for national security (Brewster,
2023). Furthermore, India uses the code pragmatically
to pursue its strategic and economic goals while
maintaining balanced relations with others. India, with
the Quad, wants to set up a free and open Indo-Pacific,
which also serves as a mechanism to counter Chinese

aggression (Cheng, 2024). India has also made sure

that it establishes an individual relationship with the
members, hence reducing the over-reliance on the
organisation. India's policy of 3 V's, Viksit Bharat,
Vishva Guru and Vishwamitra highlights India's
solemnity and strengthens its position. It further, with
its projects like Aatmnirbhar Bharat, displays the
importance of self-sufficiency, decreasing the

dependency on external aid.

Quad’s Influence on the India-China Border

Dispute

The Quadrilateral Security Dialogue (Quad) has
become a critical component of India's strategic
strategy to address its long-running border issue with
China. In June 2020, a violent clash took place in the
Galwan Valley, leading to the death of 20 Indian
soldiers and an unspecified number of Chinese
soldiers. While on the one hand, Quad has expressed
the need and importance of a free, open and inclusive
Indo-Pacific, on the other hand, it should also shed
light on incidents like the above. The incident
highlighted the lack of conflict resolution mechanisms
and the need for help in India in solving this dispute.
In the same line, Quad can play an important and vital
role in not only pressurising China to settle but also by
providing military and economic support. The group
has already, over the years, helped India in cutting-
edge Defence Technologies, allowing India to push
Chinese aggression along the LAC. In 2021, the
United States transferred MQ- 9B secret drones to help
India monitor the areas along disputed regions such as
Eastern Ladakh. Previously, under the initiative of the
Basic Exchange and Cooperation Agreement (BECA)
India has attended geospatial intelligence, which
provides more strength and strategic advantages.
These intelligence sharing and equipment have helped

India during peak tension Times like the Pangong
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show standoff of 2021, where timely inputs assisted
India in resisting Chinese intrusions. The organisation,
which is a security alliance, also extends to
Cooperative exercises, which have helped India to
enhance its operational and tactical preparedness. The
Malabar Naval Exercise, which expanded in 2020 to
all members of the Quad, focuses on this facet
(Council on Foreign Relations, 2024). While naval in
orientation, the exercise enhances overall military
coordination between India and the other members,
particularly in multilateral and risky environments.
The 2021 Malabar exercise involved complex training
in anti-submarine warfare and maritime domain
awareness, which indirectly enhanced India’s logistics
capabilities for potential land-based confrontations.
Furthermore, such drills send a strong diplomatic
signal to China, demonstrating the Quad states' joint

willingness to combat coercive tactics (Zhang, 2023).

Beyond military readiness, the Quad has fostered the
development of essential infrastructure and modern
technologies, which indirectly aid India's border
policy. The Quad Infrastructure Coordination Group,
established in March 2021, prioritises investments in
important connectivity projects. These measures have
increased India's capacity to swiftly mobilise soldiers
and equipment in border areas like Ladakh and
Arunachal Pradesh. The development of all-weather
roads, airstrips, and logistical centres in these locations
has improved India's military posture and
preparedness. Simultaneously, technical collaboration
in areas like as artificial intelligence and cybersecurity
has given India cutting-edge technologies for border
surveillance and security. Al-powered surveillance
systems and satellite communications have improved

India's situational awareness, giving decision-makers

real-time data during emergencies (Mearsheimer,
2024).

Diplomatically, the Quad has increased India's
influence when dealing with China. By agreeing with
the Quad's emphasis on a rules-based system, India has
successfully moved the backdrop of its border conflict
from bilateral to international. This alignment was
especially visible during the military discussions in
2021 when India's hard attitude was bolstered by its
alliance with Quad allies, who are concerned about
China's aggressive actions. Joint Quad statements, like
the March 2021 Leaders’ Summit ones, reiterate
commitments to sovereignty and international law in
conformity with Indian territorial interests. Joint Quad
statements enhance India's negotiating leverage just as
much as they convey firmly to Beijing that Beijing's
moves are being held to account by an influential

combination.

The Quad's roles in India's border policy are indirect,
but wide-ranging and significant. Through the
provision of advanced technology, intelligence-
sharing mechanisms, strategic ties, and diplomatic
cohesion, the Quad assists India in upgrading its role
in its struggle with China. As India attempts to find a
balance between its pledge of strategic autonomy and
its engagement in multilateral mechanisms, the Quad
is a crucial element of its overall strategy to resist

China's aspiration and maintain peace on the LAC.
Risks and Opportunities with Quad’s Involvement

India’s active engagement with the Quadrilateral
Security Dialogue (Quad) brings a mix of
opportunities and challenges, particularly in the
context of the India-China border dispute. While the

Quad offers India avenues to strengthen its security
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posture and leverage multilateral partnerships, it also
introduces complexities, including potential escalation
of tensions with China and challenges to India’s

traditional stance on resolving disputes bilaterally.
Opportunities

While security cooperation, especially in the maritime
domain, is an important aspect, the agenda of the Quad
has also expanded to include a broader range of other
strategic objectives (Mehra, 2022). These encompass
fostering the robust supply chain by promoting free
and open Indo-Pacific, freedom of navigation,
advancing key and emerging technologies, as well as
improving the infrastructural connectivity in the Indo-
Pacific region (“Joint Statement from Quad Leaders,”
2021). This ambitious initiative will assist India in
fostering its position in the region and fight through
the challenges presented to it. For instance, India's
acquisition of MQ-9B drones from the United States
in 2021 significantly enhanced its surveillance
capacity, enabling real-time monitoring of (United
States Department of State, 2023) Chinese military
movements in sensitive regions such as eastern
Ladakh. Agreements such as the Basic Exchange and
Cooperation Agreement (BECA) in October 2020
have enhanced India's capability to leverage geospatial
intelligence, which is essential for planning and

executing countermeasures during border face-offs.

The major reason for India's state of readiness is the
Quad infrastructure support to develop the country
better. Even though Quad's focus is more on water
security than land, the infrastructure development and
investments by the members have brought the
integration of both land and sea in the strategic
operations. Japan has already invested $35 billion in

both private and governmental investments. The U.S

and Australia’s investments are, although small but
consistent. The Quad has pledged for $50 billion
investment in the Indo-Pacific region till 2027, which

includes a few in-country projects too.

On the diplomatic front, the Quad allows India to
affirm its sovereignty and territorial integrity on a
global scale. By partnering with countries that share its
commitment to a rules-based international order, India
enhances its position in discussions with China. This
dynamic was obvious during the 2020 and 2021 border
discussions when India's membership in the Quad
likely pushed Beijing to engage in talks despite
increased international scrutiny. Furthermore, the
Quad's combined focus on adherence to international
rules acts as a deterrent, signalling to China that any
unilateral actions may result in a concerted reaction

from major global entities (Watson, 2024).
Risks

Despite its benefits, India's growing participation in
the Quad poses considerable concerns, notably in its
relationship with China. Beijing sees the Quad as a
US-led containment policy, and India's involvement as
a direct challenge to its regional supremacy. This
perception can further aggravate tensions along the
LAC, as was seen in the wake of the Galwan Valley
clashes in June 2020. China has since stepped up its
military activity, including the construction of
infrastructure along Pangong Tso and the deployment
of more forces along the contested border. India's
joining of the Quad could embolden China to raise the
ante on provocations, leading to more intense and

frequent confrontations.

Irrespective of the efforts by India through ‘Make in

India’, the trade between both nations has gone from a
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record $118.4 billion in FY24, surpassing the previous
year's $113.83 billion. China can use this to pressure
India both in terms of economy and diplomacy. Its
consistent relations with Pakistan and growing ones
with Russia and neighbouring countries put India in a
dilemma (Ministry of External Affairs, Government of
India, 2023).

India's long-standing policy of bilateral dispute
resolution confronts new challenges as a result of its
Quad participation. While the Quad enhances India's
stance against China, relying too much on multilateral
frameworks risks eroding bilateral processes that have
traditionally served as the cornerstone of India-China
relations. China might use India's membership in the
Quad as a pretext to include its partners in border talks,
internationalising the conflict in an unfavourable
manner for India. Furthermore, Quad partners may be
hesitant to provide direct assistance during a border
crisis since their strategic goals are predominantly
centred on the Indo-Pacific. This mismatch of
expectations may expose India to the consequences of
its increased Quad engagement without providing

concrete advantages in times of need.

With Indian backing, the Quad can promote greater
security in the Indian Ocean, especially as China
proceeds with its push for influence through strategic
infrastructure spending under the Belt and Road
Initiative (BRI), or One Belt One Road (OBOR). One
development in that area is Thailand's planned "land
bridge" project—a rail-road network connecting the
Andaman Sea with the Gulf of Thailand. This project
has the goal of giving China an alternative trade route,
lessening its reliance upon the Malacca Strait and
folding it into the larger BRI package in order to

consolidate Beijing's dominance over key supply

chains. China's attempts to create alternative trade
routes are part of its larger OBOR strategy, which aims
to secure maritime and land-based connectivity routes
and extend its geopolitical reach. The growing
presence of Chinese-funded infrastructure in
Southeast Asia, such as deep-sea ports, railways, and
highways, strengthens its economic and strategic
foothold. These developments also increase security
concerns for India and the Quad, as China's expanding
presence in the Indian Ocean threatens regional

stability.

In retaliation against India's resistance to OBOR—
specifically, its objections to the China-Pakistan
Economic Corridor (CPEC) that passes through
Pakistan-occupied Kashmir—China may heighten
tensions along the India-China border as a pressure

tactic.

Furthermore, Beijing might resort to economic
coercion and military movements to neutralise the
Quad's growing presence in the Indo-Pacific. This
intricate geopolitical situation points to the nexus of
commerce, security, and strategic positioning, where
China's OBOR efforts are as much about economic
integration as about remaking regional power balances
in its favour.

The Quad's impact further affects India's position in
the larger South Asian area. Neighbouring countries
such as Nepal, Sri Lanka, and Bangladesh may see
India’s strengthening ties with the Quad as a departure
from its previous non-aligned attitude (Sharma, V.,
2024). This might affect India's relations in the region,
especially if these countries believe the Quad's efforts
are adding to polarisation between China and its

competitors. Furthermore, India's participation in the
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Quad risks alienating regional actors who desire
neutrality, which might destabilise South Asia's

current power dynamic.

While the Quad provides India with a variety of
strategic benefits, it also offers complicated problems
that must be carefully navigated. Balancing the
benefits of technical and diplomatic partnership with
the risks of increased tensions and strategic overreach
remains critical as India charts its path in managing its
border dispute with China and asserting its regional
and global leadership (Laskar, 2023).

Broader Implications on India’s Strategic Outlook

India's participation in the Quadrilateral Security
Dialogue (Quad) and other multilateral security
initiatives represents a strategic shift in its foreign
policy, indicating a rethinking of its approach to the
changing dynamics of the global order (Kavi, 2024).
The United States, Japan, Australia, and India form the
Quad, which advocates the goal of a free and open
Indo-Pacific. This aspiration is in tune with the
broader strategic interests of India, which are to
establish its leadership in the region while
safeguarding its sovereignty, especially against
growing Chinese aggression. The participation of
India in the Quad allows for a methodology for
addressing China's various issues, including territorial
incursions, sea security, and competition in
technology, while continuing its traditional stance of
strategic independence. In 2024, (The Hindu, 2024)
Prime Minister Narendra Modi put India's dedication
to this multilateral initiative in the limelight by
participating in the Quad Leaders' Summit in Tokyo
and meeting leaders on the fringes of the G20 Summit
in New Delhi (Economic Times, 2024), where

regional security and technological collaboration were

on the front burner of discussions. These relations with
the countries have and can further help to stabilise the
region and reaffirm its long-term aspiration in the new
era (Modi, 2024).

The Quad has now become a must in India's foreign
policy (Baruah, 2023), and it is an effective platform
to solve both regional security issues as well as larger
world challenges. In a world of multipolarity that India
has to navigate, the Quad opens the door to new
technology, robust defence capacities, and strategic
development of infrastructure, which allows India to
meet conventional as well as asymmetrical threats
more effectively. Defence and security technology is a
key field of cooperation in the Quad, with India
gaining access to advanced technologies such as
satellite-based monitoring, drones, and artificial
intelligence, all of which are vital for tracking China's
activities along the Line of Actual Control (LAC).
Significantly, 2024 witnessed significant advancement
in this collaboration, with India further strengthening
its defense ties with the (Strategic Affairs and
International Relations Review, 2024) United States,
with the agreements being centered on collaborative
research and development of future-generation
defense  technologies. These technological
collaborations are important for India to improve its
surveillance and defense capabilities, especially along
its northern and western borders with China. The
Quad's backing of infrastructure building, especially in
border areas such as Ladakh, guarantees that India
possesses the logistical capability to quickly mobilize
troops in case of a crisis. These efforts, supported by
the Quad, enhance key infrastructure like roads and
airstrips, which are instrumental in boosting India's

operational preparedness and response times.

94



CNSS Journal of Security Studies (JSS), Volume 1 Issue 1 December - July 2025

Diplomatically, the Quad has enabled India to project
its influence globally without abandoning its non-
aligned status. India's involvement in the Quad,
especially through its interactions with like-minded
democracies, gives it a wider diplomatic outreach,
projecting its influence beyond South Asia and into the
Indo-Pacific. In 2024, India continued to project
diplomatically through the Quad, promoting regional
stability, economic growth, and a rules-based order.
This was seen at the 2024 Quad Summit in Sydney,
where India emphasized its dedication to fair access to
maritime resources and regional economic integration.
These interactions not only enhance India's diplomatic
relations with the United States, Japan, and Australia
but also increase its capacity to shape global discourse
on common issues like climate change, supply chain
resilience, and cyber threats. Additionally, India's
membership in the Quad reinforces its role in other
regional platforms such as BIMSTEC and the Indian
Ocean Rim Association (IORA) to further position
itself as a regional security and development leader
(Jha, 2023).

This shift towards multipolarity in the world order has
both potential and challenges for India. While it opens
up opportunities for India to diversify its allies and
leverage itself as a bridge between various centres of
global power, it also poses challenges. Through its
involvement in the Quad, India gains the technical,
military, and economic support of its allies such that it
is able to address immediate security concerns even
while pursuing long-term diplomatic goals. For
instance, India continues to engage with China
bilaterally and on international platforms, making sure

that tensions are not elevated beyond tolerable limits.

In 2024, India reaffirmed its intention to resolve
bilateral issues with China through negotiation,
alongside enhancing its Quad relations. This
diplomatic equilibrium allows India to defend its
strategic interests without getting engaged in an
adversary role against China (Bedi, 2024).

At the same time, India's participation with the Quad
must be carefully controlled to prevent becoming
overly reliant on external players. Strategic autonomy
is a cornerstone of India's foreign policy, and as a
result, the country continues to interact with other
powers such as Russia, ASEAN, and Gulf nations to
preserve a diverse portfolio of ties. This allows India
to maintain flexibility in its foreign policy, allowing it
to negotiate regional conflicts without being limited by
a single alliance. The changing global order also
emphasises India's capacity to preserve its position as
a key force in Asia, where it sees a multipolar balance
of power that prevents any single country from
dominating the area. India's leadership in the Quad

supports this objective by encouraging collaborations.
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